THE SPHINX AND THE RIDDLE
to curse he remained to bless, as the following extracts
from his diary show:
I had the privilege of seeing a good deal of Allenby, for
whom I conceived a high admiration. His position in Egypt
was a most difficult one, involving as it did dozens of
matters with which, as a soldier, he was wholly unfamiliar.
His period of office coincided also with the most active
period of the Zaghlul movement. Nevertheless he did
extraordinarily well, and I have no hesitation in thinking
that a great part of his success with the native element was
due to his extraordinary resemblance to Lord Cromer, both
in physique and manner.
Allenby is the one and only good point I can find in the
whole horizon.
I like Lord Allenby more and more. He is a fine fellow
and the best possible for the present circumstances.
Intrigues against him, either here or in London, make me
furious.
Allenby's staff also, of the Diplomatic Service,1 found
him to their liking as a chief. They soon came, in fact, to
regard him with affection and admiration. If they
expected a rough, blunt soldier, with little literary or
classical knowledge, and no skill of the tongue or pen,
they were soon undeceived. "He wrote the best short
minute of any whom I have served", one of them has
recorded. Another, having introduced into the draft of
a dispatch a translation of a passage from one of the
Greek dramatists, was surprised to hear Allenby say, on
reading it, "If we are going to quote Jischylus let us do
it in the original Greek", which he gave.
All, at one time or another, came under the lash of
his temper and the severity of his tongue; but all learned
how quickly it passed, leaving no grudge or remembrance;
and all appreciated his quickness to grasp the essentials
1 He also Had with IiLm for a time one of bis former irdlltary staff in
Palestine, Lord Dalmeny; and Sir Gilbert Clayton, wlio Had been kis
Political Officer in Palestine, was Adviser to the Ministry of tlie Interior.
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